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Darker blue means less moonlight in the following night.
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-1.4 Sirius

ﬂ'ingﬂm in daytime sky?

— 0.0 Arcturus, Vega, Capella

1.4 Regulus
2.1 Polaris

3.5 naked-eye limit, in cities

e

5 age

6.5 —good conditions

8.6 —through blackened tube
9 2-inch binoc., 1-inch tel.

710.5 2-inch (5-cm) telescope
71 Proxima Centauri
11.4 3-inch (8-cm) telescope

12.9 6-inch (15-cm)
13.5 8-inch (20-cm)

14.4 12-inch (30-cm)

19.5 200-inch (508-cm), visual

23.5 —photographic

(28) f.'i_intes't obiet_:.ts

(31) faintest obiects recorded
with Hubble Space Tel.
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FAVORABLE TIMES

These graphs show times of the year when moving bodies of the solar system are better opposition (if it has one, the bottom is at the time of conjunction with the Sun. (Elongation

observable. may not quite reach 180° or 0°, because the planet may be north or south of the ecliptic.)
For each planet, or relatively bright asteroid or comet, the curve’s height represents elon- The curve is blue when the elongation is westward—-that is, in the morning sky.

gation (angular distance from the Sun). So the top of the curve is at the time of the body’s And the curve’s thickness is proportional to the planet’'s magnitude: thicker is brighter.
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Comets
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